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POLICY 
Using Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest 
in Situations When Sunday Mass Cannot Be Celebrated 
May 2009 
Emergency Plan II – planned absence of a priest with permission
3. The pastor or the parish life coordinator announces to the people at every Sunday Mass (including the anticipated Mass of Sunday) the following, using these or similar words:  
· We lament that Sunday Mass cannot be celebrated in this church next weekend since I am or Father ___________________________________ is unavailable because of ___________________________________ and no other priest is available.  
· Go to Mass at ___________________________________________.  

· A list of current Mass schedules for near by parishes is readily accessible.  

· Because of this grave situation, those who cannot travel to another place for Mass are excused from the obligation to participate in Mass that day.  

· Recall this norm in the ritual book and supporting documents:  only one celebration of Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest is permitted on the weekend (i.e., on the Sunday) in a given church.  
· Come here on [day] ____________ at [time] ____________.  
· We have permission and are prepared for liturgy using the approved ritual book Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest consisting of (one of the following has already been determined): 


  Morning Prayer, 


  Morning Prayer with Holy Communion, 


  Evening Prayer, 


  Evening Prayer with Holy Communion, 


  Celebration of the Liturgy of the Word, or 


  Celebration of the Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion.  
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